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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

Beautification & Natural Resources Commission
DATE & TIME:  Tuesday, December 16th, 2014, 4:00 P.M.
LOCATION:  Council Chambers
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Jean Anton, (C) Mary Flaig, (VC, S) Thom Akeman, Frances Grate, Kelly Terry, 

Dolores Mollring
STAFF PRESENT: Jessica Kahn, Daniel Gho
COUNCIL LIAISON:  Casey Lucius, unable to attend

AGENDA:
1. CALL TO ORDER (0:16)  Chair Anton called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM

2. SPECIAL PRESENTATION (0:34) Monarch Tagging

A. Reference:  Jean Anton

Ann Wasser, Education Manager, Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History

The museum is undertaking a county-wide monarch tagging research project in cooperation with 
Monarch Alert and Cal Poly.  A volunteer recorded the Nov. 16th tagging event and is in the process of 
editing the footage.  Ms. Wasser presented a slide show and explained that recent storms forced the 
rescheduling of the Big Sur tagging event, which was to take place on private property.

2,000 monarchs were tagged with blue tags in the Pacific Grove Sanctuary.  Green tags were used at 
Andrew Molera where 240 butterflies were tagged - fewer than was hoped for because the clusters 
there were beyond the reach of the butterfly nets.    Each tag has an identification number and a phone 
number.  A spotting scope is required in order to read the I.D. number. A butterfly tagged at Andrew 
Molera was found in the PG Sanctuary this morning. Three monarchs tagged in Pacific Grove were 
spotted at Lighthouse Field in Santa Cruz about 10 days after they were tagged.

A count conducted this morning in the sanctuary tallied 22,300 monarchs.   A previous count yielded 
18,000, down from the initial count of 24,200.  Monarchs are counted in small clusters. A cluster is a 
group of 3 or more monarchs that are close together. A cluster can be large, and it can be difficult to see 
the individual butterflies within a cluster without the help of binoculars or a scope. Clusters can range 
in size from 30, to a few hundred or even a thousand monarchs.  A small section of a cluster is counted, 
and then used to estimate how many total monarchs are in a particular cluster.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (12:38)  Akeman:  requested one correction and moved to approve the 
minutes as corrected.  Grate seconded.  Minutes approved unanimously.

4. PUBLIC COMMENT (13:44)   none

5. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT (14:03) Casey Lucius, not able to attend.  Councilman Bill Peake will be 
replacing councilwoman Lucius as council liaison to the commission in January.

6.      PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT (15:06)  Jessica Kahn, new staff facilitator. Prior to taking the 
position of Environmental Programs Manager for the city of Pacific Grove, worked for 6 years for the Water 
Quality Department of the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission, focusing on water quality, treatment, 
transmission, and watershed modeling.  Earned an undergraduate degree from UC Berkeley in Nuclear 
Engineering, and a masters degree from UC San Francisco in Environmental Management.

7. REPORTS - INFORMATION ONLY (16:25)

A. Tree Replants out of compliance
        Reference:  Jessica Kahn
Currently 47 properties, consisting of 74 trees, out of compliance.  Evenly split between those who have 
received first, second and third notices.  Those that have received three notices will be sent to Code 
Compliance, which will send out one more courtesy notice, after which fines may be imposed.  Grate:  
how much is the fine?  Daniel Gho:  not sure a fine is specified in the ordinance so will be looking at the 
fee schedule to determine what’s appropriate.  Kahn:  the amount of the fine is not specified in the 
ordinance.  The previous ordinance included a fine of $100, or $150.  Akeman:  previous ordinance made 
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non-compliance a misdemeanor, which carried a fine of up to $500 or 6 months in jail.  Anton:  goal is to 
encourage more tree plantings, not more money paid to the city in fines.

Public Comment:  Barbara Thomas - clarification.  Problem with their permits or failure to replant?
Kahn:  failure to replant.  Cosmo Bua - urges a $500 fine be imposed to encourage replants.  How does in-
lieu fee relate to this?  Very happy city is enforcing permit requirements.  In-lieu fees should be sequestered 
and used for planting trees.  Daniel Gho:  In-lieu fee is paid up front when permit is issued.  The permits in 
question are out of compliance because applicants agreed to replant rather than pay an in-lieu fee, yet have 
not replanted.

Comments:  Akeman - any idea how many of the total number of permits issued are in compliance, or 
what the ratio of non-compliant permits is to compliant?  Terry:  Any sense of why people aren’t 
replanting?  Kahn:  Notices have received very few replies, so unable to say why replants aren’t being 
done.  Anton:  City has not followed up in a long time.  Flaig:  Carmel has had to send out multiple letters 
to property owners too, but has been able to get 100% compliance.  Perhaps they follow up more 
consistently, but it’s been a problem for them as well.

B. PG in Bloom (23:23)
Reference:  Casey Lucius (not present)
Anton:  Casey supportive but program needs a leader to implement it.

C. Tree Ordinance to Council Update
Reference:  Jean Anton
Casey Lucius: (12/14/14 response) “I asked the city clerk to send this to all of the council.  I think it was 
sent in September or October, but in case it wasn’t, there will be a follow-up email sent tomorrow.  [Mayor 
Kampe] also asked me to address the letter during council announcements on Wednesday, [12/17/14].  I 
will acknowledge the letter, he will follow up with any remarks about whether it will be on a future 
agenda.”

Public Comment:  Sally Moore - concerned about PG in Bloom creating a new volunteer effort where 
several already exist, i.e. Highway 68 cleanup, and other volunteer efforts around the city.  Regarding tree 
ordinance:  is the council going to take the suggestions of the commission?  Cosmo Bua:  re ordinance 
revisions - council will be discussing topics for the January 10th council workshop at which they determine 
the goals for the year.  Councilman Fischer has proposed changes to the tree ordinance which do not 
include the commission’s recommendations.  Staff has said the city would need to plant at least 300 trees/yr 
to maintain the city’s tree canopy at current levels.  Councilman Fischer suggests that that isn’t realistic and 
the goal should be to plant 20 - 30 trees/yr.  Urges the commissioners to read Rudy Fischer’s 
recommendations.

8. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS (28:00) Grate - The monarchs seem to be clustered in the center of the 
sanctuary on the pines and cypresses, including the pines with pitch canker.  The yellow budleia is in bloom 
and they seem to be gathering nectar there, as well as taking up the moisture in the grass.  
Has not seen docents on duty during several visits to the sanctuary.  Wonders why not.
Wants to acknowledge Public Works for the rope and rock-lined path, but it’s deeply rutted again after the 
storm.  Public Works has placed appropriate barricades, but it’s apparent maintaining the path is an effort.  
Daniel Gho:  Public Works closed the sanctuary at 7:30 Thursday morning in preparation for the storms.  
Assessed the situation Friday morning and the path will be repaired as soon as the city is able.
Flaig - Local Coastal Plan (LCP) workshop addressed the threat of sea level rise.  
There are 61 coastal cities, 15 coastal counties;  85% of coast governed by LCPs, most of which need to be 
updated and none of which address sea level rise.  Coastal Commission received 28 grant applications for a 
total of $5.2 million requested.  Only $1 million was granted to 11 cities, of which PG is one, which is why 
we’re going forward with our Local Coastal Plan.
In 100 yrs:  all the beach areas in PG will be inundated at high tide.  By 2050 we could see flooding in the 
beach tract; golf course; Mermaid Ave. and Lovers Pt.  The existing Land Use Plan doesn’t include any 
policies for watershed or storm water runoff.  Planning Commission has the first task and will meet twice a 
month, starting in January - one meeting will handle development, and the other would address planning 
(LCP and updating the General Plan). 
Recommend:  Coastal Commission Public Workshop: Lower Cost Visitor Serving Accommodations on Cal-
Span.org  
California Coastal Commission Executive Director, Dr. Charles Lester, presentation to the Ca. Assembly 
Select Committee on Sea Level Rise & The Ca. Economy can be found on YouTube
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KQED Quest:  Going UP: Sea Level Rise in San Francisco Bay  Aug. 24, 2010, also on YouTube

9. STAFF REPORTS (45:33)  Grate:  What’s going on with Lovers Point?  Gho: Haven’t received 
agreement yet from the Monterey Regional Park District.  Grate:  And the non-potable water for the golf 
course?  Gho:  We certified the EIR for the local water project in October so it went through its 57 day 
comment period.  We received 6 comments, none detrimental to the project w/o proper mitigation in place.  
Now in the process of writing and developing the Coastal Development Permit application, which will be 
submitted to the Coastal Commission this month.  Another comment period will follow once the Coastal 
Commission takes up the matter.  Will move forward with the design/build aspects of the project when/if 
the permit is granted.  At that point will work with the state to fund it with State Revolving Loan Funds 
(SRF).  There is also potential for grant money allocated by the state to address the drought.  75% would be 
funded by the SRF loan and 25% by a state grant.  Estimated cost: $4 million.  Hope to complete the 
project by September or October of 2016.   Will supply water for golf course and cemetery and lighthouse.  
The project will involve multiple phases and, eventually, could supply water for the sanctuary as well.  That 
will involve increased costs to build the delivery pipelines to serve other areas.  Believes the Coastal 
Commission is fully supportive.  

Public Comment:  Sally Moore - What is the term of the SRF loan?  Gho:  It varies.  Just starting the 
process of determining.  Currently paying $6,600 acre foot.  Once completed, expect to pay $3,600-$3,700 
acre foot.  

10. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA (53:56) Grate - Tree brochure.  

11. ADJOURNMENT: (56:14)  Grate - move to adjourn.  Approved unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 
4:55PM

(Note:  numbers in parentheses to the right of agenda items indicate times each item occurs on the meeting audio 
file.)

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Flaig, Secretary


